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WHY I AM FOR TAFT 

BY JOHK HAYS HAMMOND 



To any fair-minded Republican who has believed that the 
supremacy of his party has been indispensable to the wel- 
fare of the nation there should be no hesitation in voting 
for President Taft in the coming election. Disregarding the 
other parties as negligible factors, I have the choice of vot- 
ing for the Bull Moose party — i. e., Theodore Roosevelt — the 
Democratic party, or the Republican party. 

As to the Bull Moose party: The political issue to-day, 
so far as represented by the Bull Moose movement, is 
whether or not Theodore Roosevelt shall be elected Presi- 
dent of the United States on November 5, 1912, and, there- 
fore, to get at the gist of the question I must, though re- 
luctant to do so, discuss the Bull Moose movement chiefly 
with reference to Theodore Roosevelt's qualifications for 
the Presidency. No fair-minded man can deny that Theo- 
dore Roosevelt is as essential to the Bull Moose movement 
as is Hamlet to Shakespeare's great tragedy by that name; 
and that if anything should happen to cause the retirement 
of Theodore Roosevelt from public life the elimination of 
his great personality from the Roosevelt movement would 
undoubtedly cause the Bull Moose party to collapse as a 
house of cards. The very fact that a political party is 
dependent for its creation and continued existence upon the 
domination of any one man, however exalted may be his 
aims and however admirable his attributes, is in itself a 
menace to our political institutions, for it makes possible, 
imder certain political exigencies, the future advent into 
public life of an unscrupulous demagogue whose influence 
might place in jeopardy a government where principles 
and not men should prevail. 

For many years I have been an admirer of Theodore 
Roosevelt, but during the past several months I have become 
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disillusioned as to his character. I know that there are 
many Republicans of the highest integrity and patriotism 
enrolled under the banner of Theodore Roosevelt; but, in 
common with many of his former zealous supporters who 
have declined to join his new party, I believe that these men 
have been misled, being influenced by an indiscriminating 
admiration for Theodore Roosevelt because of the great 
service he rendered to his party and to his country during 
his earlier political career. These men do not realize, it 
seems to me, that the Theodore Roosevelt of that time was 
different from the newer Theodore Roosevelt, who, through 
overweening political ambition, desire for self-aggrandize- 
ment, and lust for power, has sacrificed his reputation for 
loyalty to friend, to party, and to country. " Theodore 
Roosevelt has parted company with his better self!" 

As an American proud of the past history of his country 
and solicitous for its future welfare I am unalterably op- 
posed to a Presidential third term. The attitude of George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson on this important ques- 
tion, the opinions so forcibly expressed on several occasions 
by Theodore Roosevelt himself, should, it seems to me, 
represent the vieAVS of all patriotic Americans, irrespective 
of party affiliations. In his famous letter to the Legislature 
of Vermont Jefferson concludes by saying : 

" I shall unwillingly be the person who, disregarding the 
sound precedent set by an illustrious predecessor, should 
furnish the first example of prolongation beyond the second 
term of office." 

Here is Theodore Roosevelt's own renunciation, dated 
Novembers, 1904: 

'' On the 4th of March I shall have served three and one- 
half years, and this three years and a half constitutes my 
first term. The wise custom which limits the President to 
two terms regards the substance and not the form, and under 
no circumstances will I again be a candidate for or accept 
another nomination for President." 

Reiterating his views on December 11, 1907, Theodore 
Roosevelt said: 

" I have not changed and shall not change that decision 
thus announced " (referring to the above renunciation). 

Notwithstanding this, on February 26, 1912, the newer 
Theodore Roosevelt said: "I will accept the nomination 
for President if it is tendered me." And on June 22, 1912, 
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at Chicago, Theodore Eoosevelt said: " I thank you for 
your nomination." Out of his own mouth is he convicted 
of an attempt to destroy a precedent which had come to 
assume the importance, in the minds of all Americans, of 
a great unwritten law standing as a bulwark against a per- 
petual President or the restoration of a monarchical form of 
government. 

Up to Saturday, 7 p.m., June 22, 1912, the platform, the 
machinery, and the associations of the Eepublican party 
were good enough for Theodore Eoosevelt. Until then he 
was eager to lead the Eepublican hosts against the common 
enemy. But observe that after that hour had signalized 
his defeat as a candidate for the nomination Theodore 
Eoosevelt induced himself and others to believe that the 
Eepublican party no longer measures up to its political re- 
sponsibilities, but has forfeited the confidence of the nation. 

It is edifying to recall the position taken by Theodore 
Eoosevelt preceding the announcement of his candidacy for 
the Eepublican nomination. Assuming a position of spec- 
tacular dignity, Mr. Eoosevelt had several times stated that 
he was not and would not be a candidate for that nomina- 
tion. Later, however, he was forced to admit that he would 
accept the nomination for the Presidency, provided he re- 
ceived the solicitation of the great body of American peo- 
ple. Failing to receive from that source a spontaneous 
demand for his services as the political redeemer of his party 
and the savior of his country, Theodore Eoosevelt, abetted 
largely by the machinations of disappointed aspirants for 
office under the Taft administration, by certain notorious 
political bosses, and by the magnates of " good " trusts, 
endeavored to work up what should appear to the public 
as a spontaneous and, indeed, an irrepressible movement 
for the recall of this modem Cincinnatus from the felling of 
trees to public life. Never in the history of pre-convention 
campaigns has there been an organization so efficient and so 
lavishly provided with funds to secure the nomination of 
the " people's choice " for the Presidency of the United 
States. The " We want you, Teddy " attempt was a fiasco, 
humiliating to a degree to his patriotic countrymen. 

Having failed to secure the desired nomination, it was 
necessary to find an excuse, upon the part of Theodore Eoose- 
velt 's followers, for a defection and for the formation of a 
new party, the Eoosevelt party. The principal excuse ad- 
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vanced was that Theodore Roosevelt had been defrauded 
of the nomination for the Presidency at the Republican 
convention held in Chicago, and the cry of " stolen dele- 
gates " was adopted as the slogan of the new party. My 
readers will recall the fact that preceding the Chicago con- 
vention Theodore Roosevelt's followers claimed to control a 
large number of Southern delegates to that convention. To 
those of us who followed the political activities of Mr. 
Roosevelt's managers in different parts of the country, and 
especially in the Southern States, the object in claiming 
these delegates was apparent. Our views were confirmed 
subsequently when, in an unguarded moment, Mr. Frank 
Munsey's paper, the Washington Times, under date of June 
9th, made the following statement: 

" For psychological effect, as a move in practical politics, 
it was necessary for the Roosevelt people to start contests 
on these early Taft selections of delegates in order that a 
tabulation of delegate strength could he put out that would 
show Roosevelt holding a good hand [sic.}. In the game 
a table shoiving Taft 150, Roosevelt 19, contested none, 
would not he very much calculated to inspire confidence 
[sic.'], whereas one shoiving Taft 25, Roosevelt 19, contested 
127, looked very different [sic.]. That is the whole story of 
the larger number of Southern contests that were started 
early in the game." 

From this it will be seen that the charge of " stolen dele- 
gates " was, to use Theodore Roosevelt's shorter and uglier 
word, " a lie " out of whole cloth. It was manufactured in 
cold calculation for the very reasons given in Mr. Munsey's 
truthful but indiscreet confession, and surely there is no 
higher authority on this subject than Mr. Frank Munsey 
himself. That Theodore Roosevelt was not robbed of the 
nomination can be clearly proved by reference to the contests 
before the National Committee in Chicago. Of the 228 
contests, 164 were abandoned as being entirely too frivolous 
to be even submitted to the Committee on Credentials. The 
fraudulent contests, for the most part, were rejected unani- 
mously or with but a few dissenting votes of the National 
Committee, many members of which were strong Roosevelt 
men. Before Mr. Roosevelt invoked the stigma of the 
Eighth Commandment upon the actions of the National Com- 
mittee, " Thou shalt not steal," he should have refreshed 
his memory with the fact that there are equally important 
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Commandments: " Thou shalt not covet " and " Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbor." But even 
if there had been room for a difference of opinion as to 
whether or not President Taft had a majority of the dele- 
gates whose titles to their seats were unquestionable, it is 
the fact, nevertheless, that Theodore Roosevelt could not, 
under any circumstances, have obtained honestly a majority 
of the delegates required to nominate him. The proceedings 
of that convention were conducted according to rules which 
have always controlled Republican national conventions — 
rules under which Mr. Roosevelt has himself been nominated 
on three occasions to high offices. Had the Chicago con- 
vention, through intimidation by the threat of a bolt on the 
part of the Roosevelt faction, declined to award to the Taft 
faction the majority of the contested delegates, it is true 
that President Taft would not have been renominated, and 
it is possible that some well-known follower of Theodore 
Roosevelt — as, for example, Governor Hadley of Missouri — 
might have received the nomination ; but the nomination of 
any other man than himself would not have served the pur- 
poses of Theodore Roosevelt. It was Rooseveltism, not 
Progressivism, that governed his actions. 

" A complainant should come into court with clean 
hands." Were Theodore Roosevelt's hands clean? Did 
he not know of the efforts that had been made to dishonestly 
secure votes for him in the convention? Did he not know 
that his backers had made every possible endeavor to secure 
for him the votes of Southern delegates who had actually 
been pledged to Mr. Taft by their State conventions? When 
the inside history of the Chicago convention is written up 
it will not reflect credit upon those who were afterward in- 
volved in the attempt to deceive the public by the cry of 
" stolen delegates." Can any fair-minded man believe that 
all of the Taft adherents on the National Committee would 
lend themselves to a conspiracy to deprive Theodore Roose- 
velt of votes to which he was fairly entitled? This is pre- 
posterous. And yet the pro-Roosevelt press has endeavored 
to make the question of " stolen delegates " of sufficient 
importance not only to justify a bolt from the party, but for 
the creation of a new party to commit the heinous offense 
of political patricide. Many of the men on the National 
Committee, I may add, had been for years personal friends 
and former political associates of Theodore Roosevelt. 
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Now, on the other side of the ledger of political morality, 
how is it possible to justify the attempt being made to steal 
from President Taft the electoral votes of certain States in 
the interests of the Bull Moose candidate? Is this con- 
sistent with the high political morality preached by Theo- 
dore Roosevelt? Does it not show the same unscrupulous 
methods that induced him to misrepresent before the people 
of Illinois, when the issue was a vital one, the attitude of 
President Taft with respect to the seating of Senator Lori- 
mer? Does it not show, too, double-dealing by Mr. Roose- 
velt on the reciprocity question when he, for political ad- 
vantage, attempted to repudiate his writings and his 
speeches not only in favor of reciprocity, but actually in 
advocacy of free trade with Canada? How can any fair- 
minded man who is a lover of peace justify Theodore 
Roosevelt's attitude on the arbitration question in his in- 
structions to Senator Dixon, and to certain other Senators 
whom he dominated, to repudiate their promise and to vote 
against the passage of the arbitration treaties? Can any 
man not unreasonable and unreasoning say that Theodore 
Roosevelt has given his former friend, President Taft, the 
square deal? 

One of the reasons advanced by the new so-called party 
in extenuation of its formation is that the Republican party 
is controlled by bosses. This is, of course, not true; but 
that designing men in many States have usurped power to 
the detriment of the party is a deplorable fact. Have not 
the Democratic, the Prohibition, and the Socialist parties 
also their political bosses? Bossism is but a detail of a 
great party's history, and can only be remedied by a more 
zealous discharge of civic duties by the electorate. Political 
morality cannot be improved by statutes alone. Moreover, 
has not Mr. Roosevelt himself been intimately associated 
in his political career with bosses, and has he not publicly 
admitted that he has made use of some of the political bosses, 
whom he to-day denounces, for what he claims to have been 
the welfare of the country? I do not believe that any new 
party the creation of which may have been inspired by 
motives however lofty, by men however upright, would be 
immune from the taint of bossism, unless men shall more 
zealously discharge their civic duties for the suppression of 
political corruption. Surely it is not an auspicious begin- 
ning for the Bull Moose party to have at its Ctesarean birth 
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accoucheurs notorious for their disreputable political activi- 
ties. 

It has been alleged that the Eepublican party is domi- 
nated by political bosses in the interests of unscrupulous 
trusts. Now no fair-minded man can accuse the Taft ad- 
ministration of a lack of zeal in the prosecution of offending 
trusts. Indeed, Mr. Roosevelt himself — and in this respect 
some of us agree with him — deplores the hyperstrenuosity 
in this regard of the Taft administration. But, then, how 
can the assumption of unctuous rectitude by the Bull Moose 
party be reconciled with the fact that among its most im- 
portant political factors are many notorious bosses and 
that its financial backers are well-known trust magnates 
against whom the Federal Government, under President 
Taft, has instituted suits ? Is it only a coincidence that the 
trusts now financially promoting the candidacy of Theodore 
Roosevelt are trusts being prosecuted by the Taft admin- 
istration? Trusts which during Theodore Roosevelt's ad- 
ministration were regarded as " good " trusts — i. e., trusts 
friendly to Mr. Roosevelt, and to whom, as " good " trusts, 
immunity baths were accorded. 

Is a new party justified simply because there is and always 
must be more or less political corruption in public life and 
in a party organization? What is to prevent such men, 
when it is to their selfish interests, from gaining a foothold 
in a new party and carrying on their unscrupulous purpose 
just as they have always done in all parties from the begin- 
ing of history? I object to the self-righteousness that is 
preached by the leaders of the new party and their libelous 
arraignment of those who differ with them as to the methods 
of solving political and ethical questions. 

Theodore Roosevelt is, I think, to be regarded as an ex- 
horter, not a statesman; as a politician, not an idealist; as 
the political Don Juan of the time—'' speaks such welcome 
words and so sincere he seems; vows with such passion, 
swears with so much grace, that it is Heaven to be deceived 
by him." 

Having eliminated Theodore Roosevelt from the list of 
candidates for whom I could consistently and conscientiously 
vote, I shall explain why I cannot vote for Woodrow Wilson. 

I shall not discuss Governor Wilson's personal qualifica- 
tions for the Presidency beyond expressing the opinion that 
in respect of training and experience they are not com- 
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parable to those of President Taft. Charges have been 
made and substantiated that Mr. Wilson has on occasions 
changed the opinions which he had so long held and so ably 
advocated on fundamentals of governmental policies. Sure- 
ly this does not show stability of opinion or that reliability 
of judgment which are characteristics essential to a Presi- 
dent of our great nation. Emerson has said that " Con- 
sistency is the hobgoblin of small minds." But, neverthe- 
less, the contrary — vacillation — does not inspire confidence. 
But however well qualified Mr. Wilson might be, he would 
inevitably be under the influence, indeed, the determining 
influence, of political advisers who, from the Republican 
point of view, would not measure up to the great responsi- 
bilities that leaders must assume in the administration of 
our national atfairs. Suffice it, then, to say that my political 
bias would, irrespective of other considerations, prevent my 
voting for Woodrow Wilson. 

Therefore, by the process of elimination, I shall vote for 
President Taft; but there are other than negative consid- 
erations, cogent reasons, indeed, for so doing. President 
Taft has, I believe, made in the fullest measure a good 
President. In spite of the disloyalty of a faction of his 
own party, which was inspired by Theodore Roosevelt to 
discredit his administration, and in spite also of the obstruc- 
tion for partisan purposes of the Democratic party, Presi- 
dent Taft has accomplished the enactment of more progres- 
sive measures than any other President in a single term 
of office. Permit me to enumerate briefly — space unfor- 
tunately preventing the emphasis of comment — some of the 
notable achievements of the Taft administration. 

The economies and efficiency introduced into his adminis- 
tration will especially appeal to all business men and to all 
taxpayers, as will the following achievements to the general 
public: arbitration treaty with Great Britain and France; 
enforcement of Sherman anti-trust law without fear or fa- 
vor; veto of Democratic wool, cotton, and free-list bills as 
unfair, unscientific, and destructive of the Republican prin- 
ciple of protection; abrogation of discrimating passport 
treaty with Russia; postal savings-banks established; rail- 
roads prevented from putting rate increases into effect with- 
out approval of Interstate Commerce Commission ; Panama 
Canal pushed to early completion without hint of scandal; 
white-slave traffic practically destroyed; admission of Ari- 
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zona and New Mexico to statehood; bureau of mines estab- 
lished to safeguard the lives of miners ; American capital 
and labor benefited by extension of foreign markets; aboli- 
tion of peonage ; income-tax amendment to the Constitution 
submitted to State legislatures for ratification; boiler-in- 
spection law passed by Congress; bond issue to complete 
irrigation projects in the AVest; maintenance and extension 
of open-door policy in China; peace maintained in Cuba, 
South and Central America, by friendly warnings and inter- 
ventions ; Grovernment business methods modernized and re- 
formed by economy and efficiency commission, saving mill- 
ions of dollars annually; non-political methods used in 
taking the thirteenth census ; bucket-shops and get-rich-quick 
concerns destroyed; parcels post established; new treaty 
with Japan ending racial controversies on the Pacific 
coast; further extension of safety-appliance act; Post-office 
Department made self-sustaining; Canadian reciprocity, re- 
jected by Canada through fear that the United States would 
derive the benefits; publication of campaign funds and ex- 
penditures; indorsement of commission's report and pro- 
posed bill concerning employers' liability; reorganization 
of customs service, corruption eliminated, frauds exposed 
and punished, and millions of dollars recovered; Court of 
Commerce to review findings of Interstate Conunerce Com- 
mission; non-partisan tariff board to report on the differ- 
ence in the cost of production at home and abroad (this, with 
the recommendation of tariff revision schedule by schedule, 
is a most advanced step toward taking the tariff problem 
out of the sphere of politics) ; corporation tax yielding 
$30,000,000 annually; Government examination of corpora- 
tion methods provided; a deficit of $58,000,000 transformed 
into a $30,000,000 surplus; non-partisan judicial appoint- 
ments; further control of railroads through extension of 
powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission; Working- 
man's Compensation Act brought to successful issue in the 
Supreme Court; stock and bonds commission; valuable and 
exhaustive report submitted as basis for legislation; ex- 
tension of civil service by executive order; practical con- 
servation acts ; Court of Customs Appeals, undervaluations 
stopped, etc. 

AH this President Taft has achieved without ostentation, 
and for that reason his splendid record has not impressed 
itself vividly upon the minds of the people. Nevertheless, 
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I am confident appreciation of the great work lie has ac- 
complished will become general before the campaign is over. 
There can be no question but that he has been extremely 
conscientious in redeeming the pledges of the Republican 
platform, upon which he was elected four years ago, and has 
accomplished his object with remarkable success. This fact 
should be conclusive evidence of the earnest efforts he will 
make to carry out the promises of this year's Republican 
platform, a platform which meets all immediate require- 
ments of our national development. I would refer the reader 
to the Republican platform. 

Now, as to President Taft's personal qualifications for 
the high office of the Presidency. No higher tribute could 
be paid him than that of Mr. Roosevelt four years ago, and 
any fair-minded American will admit that President Taft 
has done nothing to justify Mr. Roosevelt's " recall of the 
opinion " he expressed at that time. 

Prom an intimate friendship which has extended over a 
period of nearly forty years I have a profound personal 
feeling of friendship and admiration for William Howard 
Taft. Experience and acquaintance that I have had with 
great men of our time in different parts of the world enables 
me to obtain a proper sense of proportion in my estimate 
of his character. Briefly my characterization of President 
Taft is : 

All honest and fair-minded Americans, irrespective of 
political bias, recognize and respect President Taft's in- 
tegrity of purpose. A remarkable mental poise, a rare 
judicial temperament lies at the foundation of his character, 
and this fact was appreciated by the American people long 
before he was called to the Chief Magistracy. To these 
characteristics may be added other dominating traits — i. e., 
inflexibility of purpose, straightforwardness in doing things, 
and absolute frankness in public and private expressions. 
In this respect, what a contrast he presents to the nominee 
of the Bull Moose party ! To these qualities those who know 
him well would add entire subordination of personal inter- 
ests and motives and, no less, the subordination of partisan- 
ship to the general velf are of the nation. Then he has in 
a conspicuous degree the courage of his convictions, a great 
and abiding optimism, and a charity toward men only to be 
matched in the character of the immortal Lincoln. To the 
qualities I have named, all under the discipline of the re- 
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markable equanimity to which I have referred, he combiaes 
a sincere geniality and a charm of manner that wins ad- 
miration and friendship even from those who may be called 
his political enemies. When I re-read the life of Lincoln, 
and it is a noble record from which every American — ^indeed, 
all nationalities — -may draw inspiration, I find myself more 
and more impressed by the conviction that there has been 
no other President since Lincoln who could by intellectual 
skill and moral powers have guided our ship of state with 
such certainty through the tortuous and treacherous pas- 
sages of passion and bloodshed to our present happy and 
united condition. President Taft's inflexible honesty, his 
unfailing judgment, his knowledge of things military, his 
industry in essential routine, his patience, his firmness, his 
unfailing courtesy, his commanding personality would have 
qualified him for the task which fell to our revered Lincoln, 
or for any task which calls for a man clear of purpose, clear 
of mind, a man without fear and without reproach. We 
have to-day a crisis ; happily, one that will not lead to civil 
war, but one, nevertheless, grave — a situation which requires 
the domination of a President clear of purpose, clear of 
mind, without fear, and without reproach. 

Let nobody imagine that because the graces of character 
sit happily upon our President that he lacks the fighting 
quality. No man, it is true, has less taste for a fight, but 
once in it, with mind and spirit roused and fixed upon a 
high purpose, there is in all this world no man more resolute 
or more dauntless. President Taft carries no chip upon 
his shoulder ; his ways are those of conviction and persuasion 
when these methods may be made to serve, but under the 
velvet glove, when the welfare of the nation demands, there 
is unfailingly the iron hand. And in coming to his purpose 
no man is truer than he to the broad creed of imiversal 
fellowship and universal justice. 

This characterization of William Howard Taft will be 
recognized by his country and by the civilized world long 
after the ephemeral popularity of those who are now mali- 
ciously assailing him. 

John Hays Hammond. 



